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"And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being" (Genesis 2:7).

Making pottery is one of my favorite hobbies, being able to create something beautiful with your own hand out of nothing is very exciting and rewarding. You are not only using your hand but also your purpose in mind, your skill, and your ability. No wonder God loves to create things with His own hand with the hope that this clay will yield to His touch and allow Him to get rid of the junk and the imperfection in order to meet His use. 

Throughout the Holy Bible we read how God is the potter and we all are the clay. 

· In Jeremiah 18:5-6 God comparing the work of the pottery as His work in us, "Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 'O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?' says the LORD. 'Look, as the clay is in the potter's hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel!'"

· In Job 10:8-9 "your hands have made me and fashioned me, an intricate unity, yet you would destroy me. Remember, I pray, that you have made me like clay. And will you turn me into dust again?"

· In Romans 9: 21, "Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor?"

What is clay?
Clay is made of earth that forms a paste with water. But in order to create something out of it you need to have the perfect combination and the right mixture for too much water will make the clay weak to hold together and easy to break, but also less water will make it crumble and too dry to work with.

God loves to create original and beautiful pieces and He will apply pressure in shaping the clay Unfortunately sometimes we are unresponsive to His hand.

"But now, O Lord, You are our Father, and we are the clay, and you our potter, and all we are the work of Your hand" (Isaiah 64:8). 

How can we be workable clay?
It is our choice to be responsive to God's hand by keeping ourselves in a proper environment and by the way we act, conduct ourselves and turn away from our evil way.

As true Christian we need to keep ourselves moist and in good condition until God is ready to shape us and use us by preparing our heart and mind through reading the word of God and keep it close to our heart, by praying without ceasing, by being willing to serve Him and spreading His word, and by using the spiritual talent for God's glory.

"Do not be deceived: 'Evil Company corrupts good habits.' Awake to righteousness, and do not sin;" (1 Corinthians 15:33-34).

Do not allow your heart and your mind to drift away, runaway from the people who would try to ruin your spiritual walk, and stay away from the entertainment, the music, and the fashion that will distract you and make your heart full of air bubbles that is hard for God to work with and it will require more kneading and pressing.

"Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is" (1 John 3:2).

Now comes the final phase when each clay becomes a beautiful, unique and useful vessel and ready to be fired up. The potter will glaze it for protection and place it in the kiln on high heat for a certain amount of time in order to make each piece strong and last a long time.

If the clay has impurities it will not survive the intense fire, will be shattered, then the potter will discarded it or will grind it to dust again. Then the potter will place the clay back into the water in order to make it moldable again.

We must trust if God can see a glimpse of hope in us He will never give up and will never stop. He will soak the clay more and more, He will work it on the spinner, He will apply as much pressure, He will remove the lumps and the foreign objects to allow His spirit to come in, and He will never let go until you cry out for mercy.

"Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us" (1 John 3:24).

Finally, when the pieces come out from the fire amazingly they are smaller than it was before, more beautiful, they shine, but they are humble, and ready to be used. May the Lord help us through our journey to Him and use each one of us for His own glory.

