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The day that esus was crucifie

e DEATg,

Evidence that supports the assertion that Jesus died includes:

1- As the Jewish authorities wanted the victims dead and buried hefore the Sabbath
started, the executioners broke the victims’ legs, leaving them unable to push them-
selves up to breathe. Death by suffocation would have followed quickly. However,
when they came to break Jesus’ legs, they saw that he was already dead.

2- To confirm and guarantee this, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear,
drawing blood and water. This wound would have been enough in itself to kill Jesus in
his weakened state, but the flow of blood and water is medical evidence that he had
already died.

3- Jesus’ death was unusually quick, causing Pilate to double- check with the centu-
rion that Jesus had already died. The duty centurion confirmed Jesus’ death.

4- The execution squad had a vested interest in ensuring that Jesus was dead: it is
likely that they would have suffered the death penalty themselves had they let one of
their victims escape with their life.
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Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom; and the
earth quaked, and the rocks were split, ° and the graves were opened; and
many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. Matt. 27:51,52
The three hours of darkness that fell were a supernatural darkness, not an
eclipse as some think.

This was during Passover and Passover was always at the full moon. This
would make it impossible for there to be a natural eclipse. When you add to the
darkness the earthquake that split the rocks, it was a pretty scary sight for the
natural man. No wonder some of the soldiers

said that He was the Son of God.

As Jesus died, the veil of the temple was split

from the top (signifying that God did it) to the

bottom. According to Jewish records, this veil

(which separated the Holy Place from the Holi-
est of Holies that contained the mercy seat)
was as thick as a hand is wide and, of course,
was as tall as the tabernacle since the veil

went from floor to ceiling

The Scriptures interpret the spiritual signifi-
cance of this event. Not only did the blood of
Jesus make atonement for us on the mercy seat
in Heaven, His flesh has become the veil that
separates the Heavenly Holy of Holies from the
Holy Place. We now come into the presence of
God by a new and living way through the flesh
(veil) of Jesus.
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the TOMB

1- Jesus was buried alone in a fresh tomb’ not with other people who could have
helped him revive!

2- Jesus would nheed to have escaped from his grave clothes. This would have
been very difficult as they probably would have
hardened around ® him into a mummy-like ef-
fect, especially & with his oozing and opened
wounds.

3- Jesus would 3
the tomb — some-
the entrance. The |
one fit man to
ened by severe
crucifixion.

4- Jesus would
Roman soldiers
without being

“need to have escaped from
how moving the boulder from
7, i boulder was far too heavy for
move, let alone a man weak-
flogging and failed

‘d need to have crept past the

“~ who were guarding the tomb,
noticed.

The disciples accidentally looked in the wrong tomb

1- Some people suggest that Jesus’ followers Were mistaken in thinking that Je-
sus’ tomb was empty because they were looking in the wrong tomb. However,
looking at the eyewitness evidence reveals that several different groups of peo-
ple knew where the correct tomb was, and would have been able to identify it.
2- Mark’s biography states very clearly that Mary Magdalene was there when Je-
sus’ body was laid in the tomb on the Friday evening, and that she was also one
of the women who went to the tomb early on the Sunday morning.’ To claim that
her grief made her forget forty-eight hours where her dear friend was buried
deeply patronizing!

3- Joseph of Arimathea is even less likely to have forgotten the tomb in which
Jesus was placed, because he owned it.

4- The Roman guards who were stationed at the tomb would not have left it
once stationed there.’
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“ And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile, you are
still in sins !”. Then also those who have fallen asleep

in Christ have perished. ...But now Christ is risen

from the dead, and has become the firstfruits of
those who have fallen asleep.” 1 Cor.15: 17,18,20





