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Nearly every man enters marriage believing his love for his mate will never fade. Yet in the
U.S., for every two marriages , there is one divorce. Why? Because we have believed in Holly-
wood’s version of love. But it doesn’t take long to discover that mere passion , which revolves
around sexual gratification, is not sufficient, in itself , to establish a lasting relationship. Unfortu-
nately , too many couples begin their marriages thinking this type of love is all they need.

There are at least three kinds of love, each totally unique. Of the three—Companionship (
Philo), Passion ( Eros) and Genuine ( Agape) love—I believe only the latter provides an adequate
foundation for a secure relationship. If a relationship lacks genuine love, it will most likely dete-
riorate. Let’s look at the first two types this month.........

COMPANIONSHIP
Here we’re talking about the “ | like you” feelings we have toward the opposite sex— the
kind of love that pleasantly stimulates all five senses. She smells good, feels good, sounds good
and looks good. She is pleasant company because she makes you feel happy. You love her like
you “ Love pizza” . Many relationships begin with this type of love. We all notice attractive fea-
tures in others. Soon we find ourselves enjoying the parts of their lives that make us feel good.
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Though this love is the foundation for many marriages, it doesn’t always withstand the
pressure of time. After 2-3 years, the wife changes her lifestyle, hairdo, dress style; while the
hushand opts for a new cologne and different political views. The older they get, the more they
change.

We all change to some degree each year. The danger arises when we base our love on
changeable characteristics we find attractive on the companionship level. Our feelings grow
colder and colder until we finally wonder what we ever liked about our mates in the first place.
So we're off to look for someone new to love. It’s easy to see why companionship love, alone,
has trouble maturing and lasting over the years.

PASSION

Passion works harder on the emotions than companionship. It’s the type of love that keeps
the heart working overtime: ¥ hey, you really turn me on?. In Greek it is called Eros— a sensual
and physical form of love. Eros love heightens our senses and stimulates our bodies and minds.
It’s the kind of love that hungers for the other person to stimulate and satisfy the sexual urges.
This love is certainly found in marriages, but if passion exists without genuine love, usually lust
gives way to disgust and repulsion, somewhat as it did with King David’s son Amnon who hated
Tamar after he raped her. ( 2 Sam.13:15)uuusnnnfo be continued
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The ability to love in a selfless way is dependant upon your level of
maturity. The emotions listed below are typical of immature love.
Check the ones that apply to your life.

Jealousy is caused by a fear of losing something or someone we

value because it or they meet our needs.

+ Envy springs from a desire to posses what someone else has.
We imagine that if we gain what he or she has , then we’'ll be
happy.

+ Anger results from the inner turmoil and frustration we feel when
we cannot control people or circumstances. We cannot have
what we believe will make us happy or our goals are blocked.

+ Loneliness results from a dependence on other people for our
happiness.

+ Fear results when we imagine or perceive that our needs or
goals will not be met.

All these emotions are characteristic of immature love— a desire o |:

use other people for personal happiness, a hunger for pleasure with-

out regard to the cost. This same immaturity is behind the abuse of

Alcohol, drugs and sex and the weakening of all our relationships.
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We wiill start a series of spiritual / Bible studies this
year that we are very excited about and we hope that
you may join us.

THE MINOR PROPHETS.

JOEL

Guest speaker :
Archdeacon ; Anthonius Anthonius
Saturday , February 26, 2011
11:30 a.m.

Lecture will be provided this time in Arabic Language.
Questions, contact Nagwa Abdou. Pray for our ministry.
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