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The last book of the Hebrew Bible is not Malachi but chronicles. Malachi came to be the last book because Luther removed  some books that followed and categorized them in an appendix and so this book fell in the last place in the Old Testament where it remains today.

DATE: 

             It  is likely that Malachi proclaimed his message during Nehemiah’s time around 425 B.C., about 100 years after the return of the Jews from Babylon to their homeland.

For four hundred years after Malachi’s message which was ringing condemnation , God remained silent. Only with the coming of John the Baptist (3:1) does God again communicate with His people through a prophet’s voice.
CONTENTS:

Malachi have addressed a number of spiritual concerns.

1. The temple and its ritual are in full operation , but its services have become boring to both priests and worshipers. ( 1:6-14).

2. The people are again intermarrying with idolatrous nations and divorce is prevalent. ( 2: 11-16).

3. They offered God not their best animals , but those that were blind, crippled and diseased. ( 1: 7-8).

4. They refused to tithe. ( 3: 6-12).
5. They complained and spoke against God. ( 3: 13-15).

Malachi ,like all the prophets before him attempted to turn the people’s vision to the future where they could expect both a better time , and beyond that to a “ great and dreadful day of the Lord” – specifically, Malachi told the people to watch for the coming of Elijah ( Mal. 4:5-6). Jesus would later identify this “ Elijah” as John the Baptist 

( Matt.11: 11-14).
Malachi was more legalistic and ritualistic than the great preexilic prophets. He was also oversimple in his stress on suffering as a direct consequence of sin , and prosperity as the fruit of righteousness.
WHAT IS THE GOOD WORD?

“ For I the Lord do not change , therefore you , O sons of Jacob are not consumed.”            Mal. 3:6

